Gerd H. Heinrich 
1896-1984 


Gerd Herrmann Heinrich, generally re- 
garded as the world’s leading authority on 
the subfamily Ichneumoninae, family Ich- 
neumonidae, died 17 December 1984. 

Heinrich was born in Berlin, Germany, 
on 7 November 1896 son of a physician, 
Herrmann Heinrich, and Margarethe von 
Tepper-Ferguson Heinrich, heir of a large 
agricultural estate in the German province 
of West Prussia. Gerd was educated at 
home by a tutor until his ninth year, grad- 
uated “primus omnium” from the Askan- 
ische Gymnasium in Berlin in 1914, and 
at the age of 17, planned a career in med- 
icine. His education was interrupted by 
the war between Germany and Russia. He 
entered the Germar. Army in the cavalry 
and subsequently became a pilot in the 
Germar: Air Force. Following World War 
I, the family estate became a part of Po- 
land where Heinrich married and lived 
with his family. Poland was invaded by 
Germany in 1939, and World War II be- 
gan. A series of bizarre incidences fol- 
lowed, during which both he and his wife 
were, for a time, on the “death list” of the 
Gestapo. Through the aid of a close friend 
from World War I (who, meanwhile, had 
become a general in the German Air 
Force) Heinrich and his wife were res- 
cued. In an effort to survive, he reentered 
the German Air Force over which the 
Gestapo had no authority. Near the end 
of World War II, leaving all that they 
owned in Russian-occupied Poland, he 
and his family escaped to West Germany 
under extremely dangerous circumstan- 
ces. In 1951 they moved to the United 
States. With the aid of Eric Cunliffe and 
Henry Townes, a world authority on ich- 
neumonid wasps, they became American 
citizens and settled on a little farm in 
Maine where his wife, Hildegarde, contin- 
ues to reside and where Heinrich, assisted 
by his wife, continued his studies of Ich- 
neumoninae of the world almost to the 
time of his death. 


Howard V. Weems, Jr. 
Gainesville, Fla. 
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